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Council Meeting

November 22, 2011
Countryside BBQ, Marion, NC
Council Members Present:




Council Members Absent:
Robert C. Watts





Eric Caldwell

Kathleen McMillan





Carl DeBrew

Maurice McAlister 





Steve Garrison

Richard Smith






Bob Carter
Ashley Wooten





Danny McConnell

Jim Boggs






Travis Ringo





Harold Hunter






Jim Coman

Bill Greenlee






Hubert McEntyre
Lynn Sprague






C.A. Buckner
Clint Calhoun






Barbara Meliski
Drew Brannon

Alan Johnson

Staff Personnel Present:




Guests:

Russell Blevins





Mrs.Greenlee

Jessica Hocz






Craig Thomas
Willis Miller






Claudia Watts
Call to Order: Chairman Bob Watts called the meeting to order at 6:22pm.  
Minutes: Minutes of the September 22, 2011 Council meeting were reviewed.  Motion was made by Richard Smith to accept minutes, seconded by Jim Boggs. Motion Carried.
Jessica Hocz presented the financial report to the Council.  Bill Greenlee made a motion to approve the report; Maurice McAlister made a 2nd to the motion. Motion Carried.

NEW BUSINESS
-2011 Southeast RC&D Meeting this Sept. in AL –Bob Watts reported that the meeting was smaller, but positive. He also added that states have had different approaches to restructuring since losing Federal funding and that the cultural tours were very interesting.
- National RC&D Assoc. Dues
– Jessica Hocz reported that National RC&D Association dues are due by January 31, 2012. The National Association provides publications, webinars and financial opportunities. Russell Blevins suggested that we poll other NC RC&D’s to see if they would be renewing their memberships.   
- QuickBooks Training – Jessica Hocz reported that she had received a half-day QuickBooks Training from a private consultant. The cost was nominal and the training was extremely helpful.
- TTFC-Renewable Energy for Farms – Russell Blevins reported that we had received funding from the NC Tobacco Trust Fund Commission to implement the Renewable Energy for Farms 40% cost-share program.  There will be a strong emphasis on assisting former tobacco growers. 
- Council Appointments– Bob Watts reported that the Council currently has the following membership vacancies: Buncombe County (2), Cleveland County (2), Henderson County (1), and Transylvania County (3). 

 - Maternity Leave – Jessica Hocz reported that she and her husband are expecting a baby in May of 2012.  Adding that she would like to have Mountain Valleys well prepared for her temporary absence and would like to return to work as soon as possible, beginning in a part-time capacity. 

OLD BUSINESS
Update reports on active projects were given as follows:

-State Wide Wind for Schools/ASU - 
· Jessica Hocz reported that two wind turbines have been installed at schools on the coast and four more will be installed at schools in the mountains by December 9th.
- Ivy River Water Source Protection Plan – 
· Russell Blevins reported Willis Miller will be taking the lead on the Buncombe County part of this project and that funding for water testing had been received by Madison County SWCD.

- DWR – Mars Hill Stormwater Project –
· Russell Blevins reported that the zero discharge project is nearing completion.

- Solar Hot Water for Dairy Farms -
· Jessica Hocz reported that we will have funding for additional dairy farms that would like to participate in the 50% cost-share program.

- Beech Glen Community Ctr. Stream Restoration – 
· Russell Blevins reported that the Beech Glen Stream Restoration project is almost complete, staking is the only thing that remains to be done.  The project scope was expanded by $20,000 and still came in under budget. 
Other

· Jessica Hocz brought up moving next month’s Executive Council meeting from December 22nd to December 15th. 
· Jessica Hocz mentioned that the Mountain Valleys website (mountainvalleysrcd.org) has current information on projects, minutes and meeting times. 
· Jessica Hocz said that Barbra Melinski and Doc Buckner had been in poor health and that thoughts and prayers are appreciated.
Meetings

Next Executive Board Meeting is scheduled for December 15, 2011.
Next Council Meeting is scheduled for February 28, 2012
Council Meeting adjourned at 8:05pm.
______________________________










Signed

