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Council Meeting

November, 2008

Country Side Barbeque, Marion, NC
Council Members Present:




Council Members Absent:
Robert Watts







Ashley Wooten
Andrew Brannon






Bob Carter
Jim Boggs







Eric Caldwell

Hubert McEntyre






Maurice McAlister
Travis Ringo







Kenneth Reeves
Steve Garrison







Bill Greenlee






Guests:
Doc Buckner






Carolyn Debrew
Richard Smith

Barbara Meliski

Clint Calhoun

Lynn Sprague

Carl Debrew

Staff Personnel Present:






Russell Blevins








Willis Miller









Gerald Harbinson

Ben Robinson

Loring McIntyre

Bob Twomey

Call to Order: Chairman Bob Watts called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  Council Members and staff from each county were recognized.  Meal was served at County Side BBQ and the meeting was held at Harbor Lite Seafood Restaurant.
Minutes: Minutes of the September 2, 2008 Council meeting were accepted.  Motion was made by Andrew Brannon to accept minutes, seconded by Doc Buckner.
Bob Watts presented the financial report to the Council.  Drew made a motion to approve the report; Richard Smith made a 2nd to the motion. Motion Carried 

OLD BUSINESS
Russell and Steve talked about the Madison County Wind Energy project.  They discussed educational outreach and stated that the first wind turbines were schedule to go in May 2009.

Food Waste composting, this project is a demonstration of technology to compost food waste.  We are working with Asheville Composting Technologies to find at least 2 sites in Mountain Valleys area to do this project.  Two possibilities are Biltmore Estate and Gardner Webb College.  

Jennifer is developing the website and will send test site information to Council members shortly.

DWR grants, Russell says they are still intending to fund the project but they are on hold by the state for possibly 4 months.

Willis reported on Upper Broad activities they’re presently working on 3 landowner projects.  The Upper Broad committee is also in contact with grantors asking for new directions for their grant contracts.  The Upper Broad committee also has approved the division of county funds between Mountain Valleys RC&D and Carolina Mountain Land Conservancy.
Russell report the Innovative Storm Water projects for Buncombe and Madison have been submitted.  He has been told that we have good possibilities for funding and should hear something by Feb. 2009.

NEW BUSINESS
NCRC&D Association teleconference, 5 council members from NC are going to Washington along with others from around the country.
Wake County asked to tie in with the Piedmont RC&D and in the tie vote this was not approved.

County Commissioners resolution, each county will be asked to support the RC&D program by getting a resolution of support from the counties for RC&D national funding.  These resolutions were passed out to each county. 

Bob and Russell discussed the Circle of Diamonds application.  Bob Watts and Jim Boggs signed 2 copies to be submitted to the National Office.  

Envirothon Donation was approved for the National Envirothon event to be held in August 2009 in Asheville at the UNCA campus.  Motion for $1000.00 donation was made by Richard Smith, Drew Brannon 2nd the motion.  Motion Carried.
By-Laws discussion lead by Bob Watts.  Discussed the need for a committee to review the current by-laws.  Russell gave some history and background of RC&D’s moves to non-profit status.  Issued tabled until February 2009 meeting.

NEW MEASURES
The following new measures were approved by the Council:

1.  Ag Pesticide containers recycling project introduced by Henderson County 

2.   Ground plastic recycling introduced by Henderson County

3.  Cleveland County EEP project on Big Harris Creek introduced by Cleveland County

4.  McDowell County EEP project on 4 different sites introduced by McDowell County

Doc Buckner that Old Hwy 70 is now open for recreational use. 

Council members made aware of the National Meeting Albuquerque, NM June 14-17, 2009.

Bob Watts made a motion to adjourn; Andrew Brannon made a 2nd to the motion.
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M.








______________________________










Signed

