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Council Meeting

November 19, 2009
Bay Breeze Seafood Restaurant, Hendersonville, NC
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Call to Order: Chairman Bob Watts called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.  Council Members guests, and staff were recognized.  
Minutes: Minutes of the August 25, 2009 Council meeting were accepted.  Motion was made by Andrew Brannon to accept minutes, seconded by Jim Boggs.
Jennifer Edwards presented the financial report to the Council.  Drew Brannon made a motion to approve the report; Jim Boggs made a 2nd to the motion. Motion Carried.

OLD BUSINESS
Update reports on active projects were given as follows:

- Upper Broad River Watershed Protection Project – Storm Water Assessment is complete, the left over funds will be used to implement BMP’s on a farm in Edneyville and on the Lake Lure golf course.  BMP’s will be implemented sometime between now and the end of the year. 
- EEP Project (Cleveland & McDowell Co.) – Work on this project in Cleveland County encompasses 5 farms, each of these farms will have stream easements and perpetual easements as well.  Implementation of the project includes 5 wells, 2 water taps, 35 water tanks and heavy use areas, and 1800 feet of water line.  Fencing will be early next year and 28 cattle gates.   The McDowell County project will include 4 farms the easements should be complete by spring 2010.  Funding for these projects come from DOT, Mountain Valleys feels very fortunate to be running these grants.

- Wind for Schools – The 3rd turbine was installed last month.  Progress Energy sponsored and unveiling at Hot Springs Elementary School.  We have received great reports and a positive community response on the Hot Springs turbine in particular.  The next step is to get the software so we can monitor the energy produced.  Appalachian State University is applying for a grant to the Wind Research Center and has asked Mountain Valleys RC&D to partner.  We have been approached by 2 other schools asking to participate.
- Mars Hill Town Hall Storm Water LID Project – The construction at the Madison Extension Office is complete and ready for plants to be installed.  At this point we will have to wait until spring for the planting.  Grading in Mars Hill has been completed and is ready to plant as well. The Mars Hill project will include signage describing each of the 13 different BMP’s installed.  
- Tobacco Trust Fund Alternative Energy Project – We have 4 bids to install the solar projects.  There have been some wind sites approved and looks like some hydro is coming along as well.  So far we have received 30 applications. 
· Wind Forums – Mountain Valleys hosted 2 wind forums one in Asheville and the other in Spruce Pine.  Some discrepancy is going on right now with wind energy per senate bill 1068 that bans commercial wind but allows for demonstration projects.  Mountain Valleys hosted this forum to educate the public, several pro wind (small wind & large wind) speakers.  A rep from Keepers of the Blue Ridge, Cynthia Wadsworth who is not pro wind, also ended up being invited to speak during the forum.  Overall the both of the forums went great and served its purpose.  State Representatives Frye, Rapp, and Queen attend the Asheville event.  Approximately 110 attended each session.  
NEW BUSINESS
· Election of Officers – The Drew Brannon spoke on behalf of the nominating committee, the committee suggestion to the council is to keep everything/everyone the same.  Bob Carter made a motion of approval; Jim Coman made a 2nd to the motion.  
· NCARCDC – Bob updated the board on the State Association’s want to hire a State Director position.  The appointed committee met and had reservations; those reservations were expressed during the NCARCDC teleconference.  Marshall Stevenson, NCARCDC Chair, suggested the committee meet again to prepare a job description to be provided at the next teleconference in January 2010.  Also, Dave Dudek who was serving as the State Association Treasurer has resigned and is now working as admin for Southwestern RC&D.  

· Coordinator Report – RC&D’s have received level funding through 2010, future funding is dependent on high performing councils.  

Russell Blevins, Steve Garrison, and Brandon Blevins took a trip to Ohio to speak about Madison Counties Wind Energy Projects at an ARC meeting.  The trip and event went very well. 
New Measure Proposals were as follows:

· DuPont State Forest – Henderson and Transylvania have requested that Mountain Valleys in specific help fund a project.  After much deliberation by the Council Bob Carter suggested that if Mountain Valley’s RC&D is going to do this kind of thing that a certain amount of money should be set aside and let people apply for it so that it does not seem that MVRC&D is showing favor.  The Council is worried that if it looks like Mountain Valleys is giving out hand outs everyone will come wanting.  The board continued to discuss formats, precedents, and guidelines if this is the direction Mountain Valleys wants to go.  Maurice McAlister motion to table the proposal and request a proposal for capitol funds to reviewed or setup by the executive committee; Andrew Brannon made a 2nd to the motion.  The motion was the revised and stated as follows, we will look at creating a fund of $X dollars and an application procedure that any local groups can apply to with a cap on the amount requested.  The executive board will decide and bring back to the Council in 90 days.  Council accepted in unanimous favor.
- Wind for Schools with ASU – Dr. Scanlin from ASU is looking to expand the scope of the Wind for Schools project by applying for another grant that he would like Mountain Valleys to partner with.  Richard Smith gave a motion of approval to partner with ASU; Jim Boggs 2nd the motion; all in favor.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:15pm.
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