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EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES

Date: January 26, 2012
Council Present:




Staff Present:

Bob Watts, Chairman




Russell Blevins

Richard Smith, 2nd Vice Chairman


Jessica Hocz



Hubert McEntyre, 3rd Vice Chairman


Willis Miller

Travis Ringo, 4th Vice Chairman






Andrew Brannon, Past Chairman


Guests:
Bob Carter, Treasurer




Joe Lasher
Jim Boggs, Secretary




Henry Lasher
The Mountain Valleys RC&D Executive Board met Thursday January 26, 2012.   

Bob Watts, Chairman called the meeting to order at 11:27am. After review Andrew Brannon made a motion to approve the minutes, Jim Boggs made a 2nd to the motion; motion passed.

Bob Carter presented the financial report.  Richard Smith made a motion to approve the financial report; Andrew Brannon made a 2nd to the motion; motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS
NC RC&D Assoc. Teleconference (Webinar) – Bob Watts reported on a recent NC RC&D Assoc. meeting that he had participated in.  Six out of ten RC&Ds in North Carolina participated.  There was some discussion on a statewide meeting to be held in the central area of the state this coming spring.  
The Mountain Valleys RC&D Executive Board then discussed inviting representatives from Blue Ridge RC&D and Southwestern NC RC&D to join our Executive Board meeting in March. 

FRPP Easement – Russell Blevins reported that Kara Cassel had asked Mountain Valleys RC&D to consider holding an easement for a property owner in Madison County.  As the sponsoring entity Mountain Valleys RC&D would have to contribute 25% of the easement value.  This was a concern, along with the monitoring responsibility and the financial position required to defend such an easement.  Mountain Valleys RC&D would like to work with land conservancies and avoid competing with them.  Andrew Brannon made a motion that Mountain Valleys RC&D not hold easements, unless there are great financial benefits, Jim Boggs made a 2nd to the motion; motion passed.
2010-2011 Audit – Jessica Hocz reported that the 2010-2011 Audit had started.

2011 W2’s and 1099’s - Jessica Hocz reported that all W2’s and 1099’s for 2011 had been sent out.
SACWMP-National Fish and Wildlife Foundation grant – Russell Blevins reported that Mountain Valleys had received a $40,000 National Fish and Wildlife Foundation grant to continue their work with the Southern Appalachian Cooperative Weed Management Partnership.  Equinox Environmental manages this project and Mountain Valleys RC&D is the administrator. 
 OLD BUSINESS

Updates

Wind for Schools- Jessica Hocz reported that she had attended the annual Wind for Schools Conference in Colorado during the second week of January.  In 2011, North Carolina installed 9 turbines at windy schools in the mountain and along the coast, an outstanding accomplishment.  Over 100 KidWind kits had also been ordered to assist teachers with wind curriculum activities.  
TTFC-Renewable Energy for Farms – Jessica Hocz reported that she had presented this project at the Polk County Ag Breakfast the previous week and submitted a multi-regional press release that had generated a lot of interest.  Applications are still being accepted and site visits will start up again next month. 
Beech Glen Community Ctr. Stream Restoration - Russell Blevins reported that he will be submitting another Pigeon River Grant to address damages and make improvements on an upper section of the river. 

Ivy River Source Water Protection Plan – Willis Miller reported that the project has received a good reception in both Madison and Buncombe Counties.  He is currently getting contact names together and inventory collection will begin this spring.
OTHER
Joe Lasher and his father, Henry Lasher, were guests at this month’s meeting.  Joe has started a business called Backyard Bow Pro that links ethical licensed bow hunters with landowners wishing to sustainably control white tail deer populations on their land.  A portion of the deer meat goes to local food relief agencies.  Richard Smith made a motion that Mountain Valleys RC&D endorse this project, Travis Ringo made a 2nd to the motion; motion passed.

The meeting adjourned at 12:56pm.






______________________________










Signed
