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EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES

Date: July 30, 2009
Council Present:




Staff Present:

Bob Watts, Chairman




Russell Blevins

Maurice McAlister, 1st Vice Chairman

Willis Miller
Hubert McEntyre, Third Vice Chairman

Jennifer Edwards
Travis Ringo, 
Fourth Vice Chairman


 Jessica Hocz
Drew Brannon, Past President



Jim Boggs, Secretary

The Mountain Valleys RC&D Executive Board met Thursday September 24, 2009.  

Bob Watts, Chairman called the meeting to order and presented the minutes from the July 30, 2009 Executive Board Meeting.  After review Jim Boggs made a motion to approve the minutes, Maurice McAlister made a 2nd to the motion.  Passed.
Meredith Galloway presented the financial report.  Drew Brannon made a motion to approve the financial report; Jim Boggs made a 2nd to the motion.  Passed.
OLD BUSINESS

EEP – Cleveland County – We have 2 wells drilled.  Contractors have put trenches and pipe in the ground on the farms.  Troughs and gravel have been delivered and the contractor is making good progress.  We will be paying him for some of the materials and the wells soon.
Easements on the Royster farm are still in progress.  Russell says this should be closed by the end of the month.  The materials have already been delivered and waiting to be installed as soon as the State gets their part of the easement completed.  

Willis informed the board there is a back tax issue with the Royster farm in Cleveland County that is being taken care of by working with the Cleveland County Manager and tax office. 

Wind For Schools – The third and last turbine is ready to be installed.  We are still owed some money from ARC and we still owe money to Sundance& APP State .  All money should be taken care of by mid October.
The State Association was impressed with the project and may be coming this way to do a tour all over the State.

On October 28th an unveiling will be held at Hot Springs for the Wind Turbine installed there.  All board members are encouraged to come.  

Mars Hill Innovative Storm Water Project – This project is still not started.  We’re waiting on Altamont to get us the plans but we will get this project done this year.  The delay so far is at the fault of the engineers.
TTF – The program is taking off.  Jess has set up a display at the fair in Fletcher and will also place a display at the Madison County fair.  She recently attended a meeting in New Found and gave a presentation there.  She has placed announcements for the program in several news papers and has received a great response from interested people though not all of them have been qualified for the program.  She and Russ are also putting in for a Golden Leaf grant to increase the number of systems that can be put in.  Also there is potential for Mountain Valleys to obtain some really great (free) software that would allow us to monitor numbers (info from the turbines) from our desktops.  Jess also went over the contract she drafted for applicants and asked for the boards input.  Board members took a copy of the contract with them on will converse their opinions via e-mail or at the next board meeting.       
UBRWPP – Russell and Willis attend a meeting this morning and the grant is coming to a close.  We have around $30,000.00 left CWMTF at CMLC that can be used for BMP installation and this will be used to work with a golf course to do some stream bank stabilization in McDowell County.  The Storm Water Assessment Report from Equinox is almost ready; Willis and Russell will meet with Equinox next week on October 5th.     
RETREAT- A date of mid to late April-May has been decided.  Russell also mentioned that he will try to get a grant from the Community Foundation to help cover the cost.
NEW BUSINESS
ACCOUNTANT - The 2007 & 2008 audits are complete.  Copies of the audit will be brought to the next meeting.  Steve Corliss e-mailed the final audit draft approval and other documents to Jennifer that had to be signed by Bob Watts for these audits to be closed out.        
NC ENERGY – Russell submitted a grant 2 weeks ago to NC Energy that will allow us to install 15 additional alternative energy systems under the same concepts as TTF and if funded will have to be completed in 1 year.  
GOLDEN LEAF – We have been invited to submit a full proposal.  Also, this project is along the same lines as TTF and would allow us install 10 additional alternative energy systems and out reach.

GOLDEN LEAF SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM – Russell and Jennifer received an e-mail from Golden Leaf proposing an opportunity to run a scholarship program for the next 4 years.  The board was unsure if this is something they would like for Mountain Valleys to be involved in and there were also question that were not able to be answered.  The board decided they would need more info for consideration.  

ARC TRIP WITH STEVE GARRISON – Russell will be taking a trip to Ohio with Steve Garrison October 26-28 to attend an ARC meeting.  He will give a report at the meeting in November.
EXECUTIVE BOARD ELECTION – Mountain Valley’s Executive board needs to have an election in November.  Bob appointed an election committee.
FINALIZE ALT ENERGY CONTRACT – The board will look over the contract and get back with Jess either via e-mail or at the next meeting with any suggestions.

REVIEW OF STATE MEETING – This was a good meeting with a positive energy about it.  NC is getting more involved with the South East Association.

TOUR WITH NATIONAL PRESIDENT – Cliff Vinson, Russell, and Jennifer took the National President Joan Smith Freeman on a tour in Yancey County.  She was impressed and she called the next week stating she wants to bring Congressional and OMB people out here to take a tour of our projects in the Mountain Valleys and Blue Ridge RC&D areas.

BUSINESS CARDS – Jennifer purchased business cards for Russell, Willis, Jess, and her self for a very good deal through Vista Print.  The board was impressed and happy with the purchase.
Next meeting is an Executive meeting scheduled for October 29th, the next Council meeting is November 19th in Henderson County.
Drew Brannon motioned we adjourn; Jim Boggs made a 2nd to the motion.

Meeting Adjourned at 12:50pm





______________________________










Signed
