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Council Meeting

August 25, 2009
Country Side BBQ Restaurant, Marion, NC
Council Members Present:




Council Members Absent:
Bob Carter







Hubert McEntyre
Lynn Sprague







Maurice McAlister
Richard Smith







Steve Garrison
Bob Watts







Jim Boggs
Clint Calhoun







Andrew Brannon
Harold Hunter







C A Buckner

Barbara Meliski






Eric Caldwell

Travis Ringo







Steve Hartington
William Greenlee






Danny McConnell
Ashley Wooten






Jim Coman
Meredith Galloway
Carl DeBrew









Guests:

Staff Personnel Present:




Josh Galloway

Willis Miller








Bob Twomey








Jessica Hocz









Ben Robinson







Albert Moore








Loring McEntyre








Call to Order: Chairman Bob Watts called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  Council Members guests, and staff were recognized.  
Minutes: Minutes of the May 28, 2009 Council meeting were accepted.  Motion was made by Richard Smith to accept minutes, seconded by William Greenlee.
Meredith Galloway presented the financial report to the Council.  Carl DeBrew made a motion to approve the report; Lynn Sprague made a 2nd to the motion. Motion Carried.

OLD BUSINESS
Update reports on active projects were given as follows:

- Upper Broad River Watershed Protection Project – The grant cycle is winding down and the Stormwater BMP Assessment is underway.
- EEP Project (Cleveland & McDowell Co.) – The contractor has been selected and construction on livestock water systems will begin in mid-September in Cleveland County.
- Wind for Schools – Windmills completed at Madison County High School and at the middle school and construction is just starting at Hot Springs elementary.  This project will be a tour stop for the State RC&D meeting early next week.
- Mars Hill Town Hall Storm Water LID Project – Construction plans are being finalized.  Hopefully, construction will begin in mid-late September.

- Tobacco Trust Fund Alternative Energy Project – Jessica gave a power point presentation explaining this project.  Jessica is available to make this presentation throughout all 8 Mountain Valleys counties.  There is great interest in this whole issue.  A good discussion followed the presentation. 
- Golden Leaf Letter of Intent – We received a positive response.  A letter asking for more information has been received from the Golden Leaf Foundation.  The Council submitted a “Letter of Intent” to apply for grant funding to piggy back the Tobacco Trust Fund Alternative Energy Project.

NEW BUSINESS
- FY 2009-2010 Council Budget – The proposed budget was presented and discussed.  A motion to approve the budget proposed was made by Richard Smith; Travis Ringo made a 2nd to the motion.  Motion Carried.

The upcoming NCARCDC agenda was reviewed and a discussion followed about those planning to attend.  Executive Board members and staff have all been preregistered. All other Council members were encouraged to attend and were told that the Council will reimburse their registration fees.  

New Measure Proposals were as follows:

· DuPont State Forest, Horse Watering Troughs - This proposal from the Henderson and Transylvania SWCD’s, was presented by Bob Twomey, and involves seeking funding to install a system of horse watering troughs to keep riding horses out of the stream along riding trails in the state forest.  Bob Carter made a motion to approve the new measure proposal with funding sources to be investigated.  Richard Smith made a 2nd to the motion.  Motion Carried.

- Old Fort Elementary School – This measure proposal from the McDowell County SWCD, presented by Mr. Greenlee, involved repairing a stream bank erosion problem on the ball field at the school.  The Council members present reached a consensus to keep working on this project. 
Bob Carter gave an update on an existing approved project measure – working with Biltmore Estate Winery in developing new mountain grape producers.  The Estate still has the need.  The opportunity to help develop new grape producers with a ready buyer, Biltmore Estate, is still present.  

The date regarding the next Council meeting was discussed. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm.








______________________________










Signed

