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Council Meeting

May 31, 2011
Bay Breeze Seafood, NC
Council Members Present:




Council Members Absent:
Robert C. Watts





Eric Caldwell

Travis Ringo






Carl DeBrew

Barbara Meliski





Maurice McAlister

Richard Smith






Jim Boggs

Harold Hunter






Danny McConnell

Bob Carter






Clint Calhoun





Drew Brannon






Jim Coman

Bill Greenlee






Lynn Sprague

Hubert McEntyre





C.A. Buckner
Kathleen McMillan





Steve Garrison

Ashley Wooten

Alan Johnson









Guests:

Staff Personnel Present:




Kathryn McEntyre

Jessica Hocz

Willis Miller

Call to Order: Chairman Bob Watts called the meeting to order at 6:40pm.  
Minutes: Minutes of the February 22, 2011 Council meeting were reviewed.  Motion was made by Drew Brannon to accept minutes with a correction, seconded by Harold Hunter.
Bob Carter presented the financial report to the Council.  Drew Brannon made a motion to approve the report; Barbara Meliski made a 2nd to the motion. Motion Carried.

NEW BUSINESS
-Update on RC&D funding - Bob Watts spoke to the Council regarding the loss of USDA funding.  There was some discussions on plans to move ahead.

-5/18/11 NC RC&D Conference Call – Bob Watts gave an update on the newly elected NC RC&D Association officers and mentioned that the SE RC&D meeting will be September 7-9 in Florence, AL.  
Bob Carter made a motion stating that the MV RC&D Council support the decision to continue as an independent non-profit and that the Executive Council have permission to make staff decisions in order to continue with existing and future projects. Motion was 2nd by Richard Smith. Motioned carried.  
-Proposed Preliminary Budget – Was presented by Bob Watts.  This will be reviewed again at the June meeting.
-Annual Audit – Jessica Hocz announced that MV RC&D taxes for 2010 had been filed and that the annual audit is currently underway.
-Renewable Energy Outreach Project– Jessica Hocz explained that with the loss of USDA funding this grant had been eliminated on April 15th, 2011. 

-Ivy River Source Water Protection Plan – A Pigeon River Grant will contribute $32,000 towards this two year project.
-Beech Glen Community Center Stream Restoration – A Pigeon River Grant for $27,500 will go towards a project to restore 1,000 feet of stream work.
OLD BUSINESS
Update reports on active projects were given as follows:

- EEP Project (report by Willis Miller)
· Watering systems have been installed at five farms.  An amendment has been submitted to include an additional farm in McDowell County.
- Tobacco Trust Fund Alternative Energy Project – All 21 renewable energy projects are now complete and a Final Report will be due by July 15, 2011.
-State Wide Wind for Schools/ASU - 
· A Rural Development Grant has provided funding for 3-4 wind turbines on the coast and Jessica Hocz is continuing fundraising work to install wind turbines at Alleghany and Avery County High Schools.
-LOS/Forest Products 
· Work will continue for one more month in Madison County, this will include assisting with the construction of a public mountain biking trail in Marshall.
Meetings

Next Executive Board Meeting is scheduled for June 30, 2011

Next Council Meeting is scheduled for August 23, 2011.
Council Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.
______________________________










Signed

