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EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES

Date: March 25, 2010
Council Present:




Staff Present:

Bob Watts, Chairman




Russell Blevins

Maurice McAlister, 1st Vice Chairman

Willis Miller
Richard Smith, 2nd Vice Chairman


Jessica Hocz
Jim Boggs, Secretary




 

Drew Brannon, Past President
The Mountain Valleys RC&D Executive Board met Thursday March 25, 2010.  

Bob Watts, Chairman called the meeting to order and presented the minutes from the January 22, 2010 Executive Board Meeting.  After review Drew Brannon made a motion to approve the minutes, Jim Boggs made a 2nd to the motion.  Approved.
Bob Watts presented the financial report.  Drew Brannon made a motion to approve the financial report; Jim Boggs made a 2nd to the motion.  Approved.
OLD BUSINESS

EEP – Cleveland County – The work on livestock water systems is nearly done.  Russell suggested reimbursing Cleveland SWCD for staff support for field work on the project.  Consensus was reached to reimburse the district but for Russell to finalize a very specific amount and reason for the reimbursement.
Wind For Schools – Jess spoke about working with ASU to install wind mills at one school in each 10 counties.  These 10 counties could be anywhere State wide.  We will work with other RC&D Councils in the State in doing this.
Mars Hill Innovative Storm Water Project – Russell indicated this is coming out of winter shut down.  Planting of vegetation will be completed this spring.  He report that the extension service site is essentially complete.  
TTF – Jess reported 5 projects are done or underway with 50+ applications.  10 more projects are lined up with 5 openings left.  We are still looking for project sites in Henderson and Polk.  Russ reported that USDA Rural Development is now able to partner with some of these applicants.  
UBRWPP – Is nearly complete, currently finishing the last two erosion control projects.  Grant ends on March 31 and final report is due 45 days from April 1st 2010.
RETREAT- Russell confirmed arrangements for  High Pastures, a Christian Retreat in Yancey County, for the Executive Retreat there on April 20th & 21st.   There was a brief discussion on possible changes in board membership and recruiting of new board and Council members.  This issue will be discussed further, in detail at the retreat.
NEW BUSINESS
SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM– Jess and Russ briefly discussed the summer food service program.  The board had brief discussion but felt they are not ready as an organization to take on this project.
BANK ACCOUNT- Bob updated the board on the move of Mountain Valleys funds into a $200,000.00 CD at First Citizens bank earning 2% interest.

LAND OF SKY FORESTRY GRANT- Russ is working on an application for a $100,000.00 proposal to work with landowners to open up and stabilize forest access roads. Purpose of the total grant project is to put unemployed forest industry workers back to work.

MVRC&D 2011 FY BUDGET- Will be discussed in detail at the April retreat.

NC NRCS GRANT FUNDS AVAILABLE- Russell is preparing an educational outreach grant proposal for around $10,000.00 to send in to Raleigh for possible for funding.
Next Executive Board meeting is at High Pastures in Yancey County at the Vision Retreat on April 20th & 21st.   
Meeting Adjourned at 12:30pm
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Signed
