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EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES

Date: January 22, 2010
Council Present:




Staff Present:

Bob Watts, Chairman




Russell Blevins

Maurice McAlister, 1st Vice Chairman

Willis Miller
Richard Smith, 2nd Vice Chairman


Jennifer Edwards
Hubert McEntyre, 3rd Vice Chairman


 Jessica Hocz
Travis Ringo, 
4th Vice Chairman



Drew Brannon, Past President
The Mountain Valleys RC&D Executive Board met Friday January 22, 2010.  

Bob Watts, Chairman called the meeting to order and presented the minutes from the September 24, 2009 Executive Board Meeting.  After review Drew Brannon made a motion to approve the minutes, Richard Smith made a 2nd to the motion.  Approved.
Jennifer Edwards presented the financial report.  Richard Smith made a motion to approve the financial report; Drew Brannon made a 2nd to the motion.  Approved.
OLD BUSINESS

EEP – Cleveland County – Willis and Russell met with EEP this morning.  The work in Cleveland County is pretty close to being finished except for some stream work.  
McDowell project will include 5 farms and we hope to have the easements by the end of April or late spring.  Joe Camp will be completing construction on this project as well.

Mountain Valleys will probably be active on these projects for the next 2 years.

Wind For Schools – Projects are complete.  Report is not due until September 2010.  Doing some follow up work and we’re going to work with ASU to do some outreach with a grant they were awarded.  We’ve applied for and Enrail grant that will allow us to install 10 more wind turbines at schools.
Mars Hill Innovative Storm Water Project – Construction on this project is complete, all that is left is planting.  Russell says everything looks good but there’s nothing else that can be done until we can come out of winter shut down.  We hope to have the project finished by the end of April.  
TTF – We have 20 projects approved covering all 8 counties if all follows through.  3 projects have been installed (all solar) and have been cost shared on.  3 more have been installed but are not yet hooked to the grid so basically 6 out of 20 are complete.  We have wind applications that could be ready to go but we don’t have a TTF approved installer right now.  Board discussed possible installers for each type of system.   
UBRWPP – Mountain Valleys received a 3 month extension on the 319 grant so that we can do some stream bank stabilization on the Lake Lure Golf Course and to do some work on a farm in Edneyville.  The UBRWPP committee meets next month to figure out future plans for Lake Lure.    
RETREAT- Russell called High Pastures, a Christian Retreat in Yancey County, about hosting an Executive Retreat there on April 20th & 21st.  The board discussed what type of speakers they would like to have at the retreat.   
NEW BUSINESS
ACCOUNTANT – Bob and Jennifer closed out the Wachovia accounts and deposited the money into the First Citizens accounts.
NC ENERGY – Russell submitted an application back in October.  We have not heard anything back on this one yet.  Hope to hear something by the end of the month.  
GOLDEN LEAF – We did not get this grant to expand the TTF grant.  We have been asked to submit again in 6 months. 
WOOD PRODUCTS/ENERGY SOURCES – Wood fuel is a big push right now.  The potential is huge and Russell asked the board to adopt a measure that Mountain Valleys RC&D can get some ground work to get a project going trying to get companies to go from coal to wood.  Drew Brannon motioned to approve measure; Maurice McAlister 2nd the motion.  Approved.  
USE OF MVRC&D FUNDS TO DIRECTLY FUND PROJECTS – It was decided at the last Council meeting for this idea/request to be decided on at the next Executive meeting.  Bob asked for a motion to discuss the idea, item died for lack of a motion for discussion.
Board discussed the Executive Director position.

Next meeting is a Council meeting scheduled for February 23, 2010 next Executive meeting is March 25th in the USDA Service Center conference room (205) in Asheville.
Richard Smith motioned we adjourn; Maurice McAlister made a 2nd to the motion.

Meeting Adjourned at 12:50pm





______________________________










Signed
